
Hereford High School 
English Department 

Summer Reading 2014 
 

All students must complete a summer reading assignment. All English classes—except AP English 
12—require students to read the assigned text and complete a 20-entry dialectical journal. AP 
English 12 students must annotations as indicated. Students in AP courses will submit their work on 
the first day of school. All other students will submit their assignments to their English teacher on 
Wednesday, October 1, 2014. Assignments will be scored by students’ English teachers and 
included in first quarter English grades. Students may purchase the books, find them at the public 
library, or borrow them from Hereford High. See Mrs. Willard in the English office or Mrs. Francis in 
the main office to borrow a book from Hereford High School.  
 
Assignment:  Students will read and analyze the text by noting 20 entries focusing on author’s craft 
in a two-column, dialectical journal. Elements of author’s craft include diction, tone, sentence 
structure, sentence variety, imagery, and figurative language. Each entry must include a quotation 
with the page number noted in the left column and corresponding explanation or commentary that 
shows analysis and insight—not mere plot summarization—in the right column. In their 
commentary, students should explain how the author uses his or her craft to convey the theme 
(central message) of the passage or of the work as a whole. In addition to this assignment, students’ 
knowledge of the book will be assessed in class.   
 

Scoring Rubric for Dialectical Journal (expectations vary according to grade and course level): 

 45-50 points:  Extensive note-taking, identifying numerous significant elements of 
author’s craft and literary devices.  

 40-44 points:  Adequate note-taking, identifying elements of author’s craft and literary 
devices. 

 35-39 points:  Mediocre note-taking.  Acknowledges examples of author’s craft and 
literary devices but seems incomplete.  

 30-34 points:  Insufficient note-taking—seems rushed, incomplete, lacking 
thoughtfulness. 
 

Assigned Texts:  

English 9 & Honors English 9:  The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 

GT English 9: Kindred by Octavia Butler 

English 10 & Honors English 10: Night by Elie Wiesel 

GT English 10: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

English 11 & Honors English 11: The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

AP English 11: The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger—All notes are due on the first day of 
class, and students’ knowledge of the book will be assessed during the first week of class.  

English 12 & Honors English 12: Lord of the Flies by William Golding 



AP English 12: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

 
Assignment for AP English 12:  Students should read and annotate the work, noting important 
passages and significant literary elements, responding to the text authentically. Notes should reflect 
a kind of thinking aloud and should be made directly on the pages of the book or on sticky notes 
affixed to the pages. Students should NOT submit notes on separate paper. All annotated books 
are due on the first day of class. In addition to this assignment, students must read a version of 
“The Legend of Prometheus.”  This can be found in some editions of the novel as a supplement, or 
students can find versions on the Internet. Students’ knowledge of the novel and the myth will be 
assessed during the first week of class.  
 

Scoring Rubric for Annotations (AP English 12): 

 45-50 points:  Extensive note-taking, identifying numerous significant narrative 
elements as well as many vocabulary words and literary devices.  Uses words and 
symbols to annotate. 

 40-44 points:  Adequate note-taking, identifying narrative elements and some 
vocabulary words and literary devices.  Refrains from merely highlighting. 

 35-39 points:  Mediocre note-taking.  Acknowledges some examples of literary elements 
but seems incomplete.  Fails to extend annotations to include vocabulary words and 
literary devices.  Defaults to underlining, circling, highlighting. 

 30-34 points:  Insufficient note-taking—seems rushed, incomplete, lacking 
thoughtfulness. 

 
 
 
 

********** 

 

 

Glossary of Elements of Author’s Craft:  

Diction: The choice of words made by a writer to convey a certain effect. 

Tone: The author’s attitude toward a subject, character, or audience; conveyed through the 
author’s choice or words and detail. 

Sentence Structure: The order of the words, phrases, and clauses in a sentence.  

Sentence Variety: The practice of varying the length and structure of sentences to avoid 
monotony and provide appropriate emphasis. 

Imagery: Language that appeals to the senses.  

Figurative Language: In contrast to literal language, figurative language implies meanings. 
Figures of speech include, among many others, metaphor, simile, personification, and 
alliteration. 

http://grammar.about.com/od/rs/g/senterm.htm
http://grammar.about.com/od/e/g/emphasisterm.htm

